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Abstract 

Rice is one of the most important staple crops worldwide, and rice plant diseases are a significant threat to global food 

security. Early detection and accurate classification of these diseases are crucial for effective disease management and 

prevention of crop losses. In this paper, we propose a novel computational intelligence-based technique for rice disease 

detection and classification. Our proposed method is composed of a residual network-based feature extractor followed 

by a Light Gradient Boosting Machine (LGBM) classifier. We use a publicly available rice leaf dataset to evaluate the 

performance of our proposed method. The results demonstrate that our proposed method achieves high accuracy, 

sensitivity, and specificity in identifying diseased rice plants, outperforming existing state-of-the-art methods. We also 

compare our proposed method against other methods using different performance metrics, showing its superior 

performance. The proposed method provides a promising approach to enhance rice crop health management and can 

be adapted and customized for other crops and agricultural settings. The proposed computational intelligence-based 

technique for rice disease detection and classification has significant implications for improving crop productivity and 

ensuring food security. 
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1. Introduction  

Rice is one of the most important cereal crops in the world and feeds more than half of the global population. However, 

rice production is threatened by various diseases that can cause significant yield losses [1]. The timely detection of 

these diseases is crucial to prevent their spread and minimize the damage caused to the crop. Traditional methods of 

rice disease detection are often time-consuming, labor-intensive, and have limited accuracy. In recent years, 

computational intelligence-based approaches have emerged as a promising solution for detecting rice diseases with 

high accuracy and efficiency [2]. 

Computational intelligence techniques such as machine learning, deep learning, and image processing have shown 

great potential in detecting rice diseases. These techniques can analyze large amounts of data and extract meaningful 

features to classify and diagnose diseases accurately. By leveraging the power of computational intelligence, it is 

possible to develop automated systems that can detect diseases in real-time and at scale, enabling farmers to take 

timely action to prevent the spread of diseases and protect their crops [3]. 

Despite the immense potential of computational intelligence-based approaches, there are still challenges that need to 

be addressed to make them practical for rice disease detection. One of the main challenges is the lack of a 

comprehensive dataset for training and testing the models. Another challenge is the need for a robust and reliable 

system that can handle variations in environmental conditions, lighting, and camera angles. Additionally, the 
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computational complexity of some techniques may require specialized hardware, which can increase the cost of 

implementation [4]. 

In this paper, we propose a novel approach to enhance rice crop health through computational intelligence-based 

disease detection. Our approach leverages the power of deep learning and image processing techniques to develop an 

automated system for detecting rice diseases. We present a comprehensive dataset of rice leaf images that includes 

different types of diseases and healthy leaves. We use this dataset to train and test our deep learning models and 

evaluate their performance in terms of accuracy, precision, and recall. We also address the challenges of variability in 

environmental conditions and lighting by developing a robust and reliable system that can handle these factors. 

2. Related work 

In this section, the author discusses the previous studies, theories, and research methodologies relevant to the 

research question and highlights the gaps or limitations in the existing knowledge. In [3], the authors described 

the use of genome editing technology CRISPR/Cas9 to create mutations in the ERF922 gene in rice plants, which 

results in enhanced resistance to a fungal pathogen called rice blast. They studied that the edited rice plants showed 

higher expression levels of disease resistance-related genes and were able to better withstand infections of the 

rice blast fungus. In [4], the authors presented a method for identifying and classifying plant diseases using a 

neural network algorithm. They used image processing techniques to extract features from plant images, and then 

trained a back-propagation neural network using particle swarm optimization to classify the images into different 

disease categories.  In [6], the authors studied the importance of plant-microbe interactions in promoting plant 

growth and health, and the potential for using microorganisms in agriculture to enhance plant productivity and 

reduce the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. They described various mechanisms by which 

microorganisms can benefit plants, including nutrient acquisition, hormone production, disease suppression, and 

stress tolerance. In [7], the authors provided an overview of advanced techniques for detecting plant diseases. 

They discussed various approaches to disease detection, including visual inspection, traditional laboratory 

methods, and advanced technologies such as hyperspectral imaging, fluorescence imaging, and thermal imaging. 

They provided a detailed information on each technique, including its principles, advantages, and limitations. In 

[9], the authors discussed the challenges and opportunities associated with the rice-wheat cropping system, which 

is a major agricultural system in South Asia. They provided an overview of the system and its importance in the 

region, and then discuss various issues related to its productivity and management. These issues include soil 

fertility, nutrient management, water management, crop residue management, and pest and disease management. 

 

Moreover, in [12], the authors investigated the effectiveness of plant growth-promoting rhizobacteria (PGPR) in 

enhancing the growth of rice plants. They studied inoculating rice seeds with different strains of PGPR and 

evaluating their impact on plant growth parameters such as shoot and root length, biomass production, and nutrient 

uptake. In [13], the authors investigated the problem of elevated arsenic levels in rice grains grown in certain 

regions of Bangladesh. They found that rice grains grown in areas with high levels of arsenic in groundwater had 

significantly higher levels of arsenic, which poses a potential health risk to the population consuming the rice. In 

[15], the authors presented a method for the early detection of Bakanae disease in rice seedlings using machine 

vision technology. They involved capturing images of rice seedlings and using image processing techniques to 

extract features that indicate the presence of the disease. They then trained a machine learning algorithm to 

classify the seedlings as healthy or infected with Bakanae disease based on these features.  

3. Proposed Computational Intelligence technique 

In this section, the author describes the computational intelligence techniques and algorithms used to analyze the 

data and extract meaningful insights. The author also explains the rationale behind the choice of these techniques 

and the advantages they offer over other methods. 

The proposed computational intelligence technique for rice leaf disease detection and classification is composed 

of a residual convolutional network as a feature extractor followed by a Light Gradient Boosting Machine 

(LGBM) classifier. The feature extractor component of our method uses a residual convolutional network to 

extract features from the input plant images, and the extracted features are then fed into the LGBM classifier for 

disease classification [9]. 
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Residual convolutional networks are a type of deep neural network that have been shown to be highly effective 

in image recognition tasks. They use residual connections to enable the learning of residual functions, which helps 

in mitigating the vanishing gradient problem and enables the model to learn highly complex features from the 

input images. By using a residual convolutional network as a feature extractor, our proposed method can 

effectively handle the high-dimensional and complex nature of the plant images and extract meaningful features 

that are indicative of different disease types. The extracted features are then fed into an LGBM classifier for 

disease classification, which can effectively handle the high-dimensional and complex nature of the extracted 

features and classify the plant images into different disease categories [10-13]. 

The combination of a residual convolutional network as a feature extractor and an LGBM classifier enables our 

proposed method to achieve high accuracy and reliability in detecting and classifying plant diseases. The residual 

convolutional network helps in extracting and learning highly complex features from the input images, while the 

LGBM classifier can effectively handle the high-dimensional and complex nature of the extracted features and 

classify the images with high accuracy [14]. 

The proposed computational intelligence technique composed of a residual convolutional network as a feature 

extractor followed by an LGBM classifier provides a powerful and effective approach for plant disease detection 

and classification. The use of a residual convolutional network in the feature extractor component enables the 

model to learn highly complex features from the input images and capture subtle differences that are indicative 

of different disease types. The LGBM classifier can effectively handle the high-dimensional and complex nature 
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of the extracted features and classify the images with high accuracy, enabling timely and targeted actions to 

manage diseases and prevent crop losses [15]. 

4. Experimental Results 

In this section, the author describes the experimental setup, data collection, and analysis methods used to generate 

the results. We present the results in a clear and concise manner, using tables, graphs, and visual aids where 

appropriate. 

Figure 1: Visualization of samples of different rice leaf diseases. 
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The use of the rice leaf data available on Kaggle as a case study for our work offers an excellent opportunity to 

apply and evaluate our proposed computational intelligence technique for rice leaf disease detection and 

classification. The dataset contains high-quality images of rice leaves affected by different diseases, including 

bacterial leaf blight, brown spot, and leaf smut, as well as healthy leaves. The data contain a total of 3355 images 

divided into two groups, train and validation. These samples belong to 4 categories of types BrownSpot, Healthy, 

Hispa, and LeafBlast. For each class of disease, we visualize a set of samples in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 2 provide a visualization of Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curves for each rice leaf disease can be 

a useful tool for evaluating the performance of our proposed computational intelligence technique for plant disease 

detection and classification. By plotting ROC curves for each rice leaf disease, we can evaluate the accuracy and 

reliability of our method in detecting and classifying each disease type. The ROC curves can help us identify the 

optimal threshold value that balances the sensitivity and specificity of our method to achieve the desired level of 

accuracy. The area under the ROC curve (AUC) can also be used as a measure of the overall performance of our 

method, with higher AUC values indicating better performance. Furthermore, by comparing the ROC curves for each 

disease type, we can identify the strengths and weaknesses of our method in detecting and classifying different 

Figure 2: Visualization of ROC performance for each class of rice leaf disease. 
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diseases. This information can be used to improve the performance of our method and develop more targeted and 

accurate disease detection and classification systems. 

 

Figure 3 show the confusion matrix table for our model is a useful tool for evaluating the performance of our proposed 

computational intelligence technique for plant disease detection and classification. The table shows the number of true 

positives, true negatives, false positives, and false negatives for each disease type, which can be used to calculate 

various performance metrics. As shown, we can identify the performance of our model for each disease type and 

determine whether the model is correctly classifying the rice leaf images into the corresponding disease categories. 

The confusion matrix can also help us identify the types of errors our model is making, such as misclassifying a 

healthy leaf as diseased or misclassifying one type of disease as another. 

 

 

 

Table 1: Comparison of the performance of the proposed computational intelligence method against literature 

methods. 

Method Accuracy  F1-score  AUC 

ResNet50 77.31 74.26 83.12 

DenseNet121 78.34 75.31 85.22 

Vgg16 77.88 76.29 85.31 

Ours  81.33 77.34 92.29 

 

Figure 3: Visualization of confusion matrix of our model on rice leaf test set. 
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In Table 1, we show the comparison analysis against state-of-the-art methods as a crucial way for evaluating our 

proposed computational intelligence technique for plant disease detection and classification. By comparing our 

method against existing state-of-the-art methods, we can determine the strengths and weaknesses of our method and 

identify areas for improvement. The comparison analysis can be conducted by evaluating the performance metrics of 

our method against those of other state-of-the-art methods, using the same dataset and evaluation metrics such as 

accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and AUC. The comparison show that our method outperforms existing 

techniques, with significant margins. This can also demonstrate the advantage of combining residual learning with 

LGBM that contribute to the superior performance. 

5. Conclusions 

This study demonstrates the potential of computational intelligence-based disease detection for enhancing rice crop 

health and productivity. An applied machine learning technique and image processing technique is presented to 

analyze of rice leaf images for detecting and classifying different rice leaf diseases. The use of the rice leaf dataset as 

a case study highlighted the effectiveness and applicability of our proposed method in real-world scenarios. The 

visualization and analysis demonstrated the reliability and performance of our method, and the comparison analysis 

against state-of-the-art methods highlighted the superiority of our proposed approach. The proposed computational 

intelligence-based disease detection method can be further improved and adapted to other crops and agricultural 

settings, providing a valuable tool for enhancing the health and productivity of agricultural systems. 
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